explanatory line drawings and these would perhaps be more helpful if they were correlated more closely with the excellent radiographs. A few of the illustrations are rather dark. In the demonstration of varices relaxation of the oesophagus is important but over distension may actually make varices less obvious. This is a useful book which is recommended to consultant radiologists as an indication of the high standard that may be obtained, as well as to trainees. There is a useful list of references.
F J BRUNTON

Consultant Radiologist Southampton General Hospital
Epilepsy and the Law -a Medical Symposium on the Current Law P & E Fenwick (eds) pp 88 £9 ISBN o-l~922022-{) London: RSM Services 1985 This conference attracted representatives from all the agencies concerned for the person with continuing epilepsy and his place in society. The main topic was not about safety in road transport and its regulations, which is usual, but about the fundamental problems of the application of common law to these poor people; and sad reading it makes indeed, with the law tying itself into semantic knots.
It all involves the meaning of one word, sane, and its derivative, insane. Our courts must interpret and apply the law, which is mainly case law, as it stands. An Act of Parliament would be needed to change itso said lawyers, laymen and psychiatrists; and all supported the motion.
A man was violent to a good friend in the confusion and amnesia of an epileptic fugue. He was either sane and guilty or the negation of both. He must plead not guilty and accept the risk and consequences of being insane, much as the judge knows that that is unreasonable, just to escape the penal consequences of being guilty; this is just because of semantic difficulties and the ignorance of most courts of the medical issues, despite their sympathy with the procedural consequences.
If in this fugue the mind has ceased to be, the body takes over, to the regret of the returned mind. We have 'sane' and 'insane'. The law needs a third word for the absent-mind: un sane. Of course not. It is unfortunate that jurists and doctors have the same language with some words which have different meanings to them. The debate was valuable; one in the Commons would be invaluable, but numerically its need is small.
It was, you can guess, a most lively, literate and articulate symposium. This book, spread over two volumes, has a layout which, the editors suggest, gives it particular clinical relevance. This may be so, but the reader will have to search through two or three chapters to glean all the information he requires on some subjects, making the index, happily a good one, essential for finding one's way around the text.
Section 1on investigations opens with a chapter on urodynamics. It lacks the complicated analyses so beloved of urodynamicists and is readable and convincing. An excellent chapter on CT scanning has well-chosen CT scans beautifully reproduced, and a chapter on ultrasound in urology is followed by one on radionuclide studies. The algebraeic equations found in profusion at the beginning of this chapter may induce a sense of apathy, but the subtleties of isotope assessment of the urinary tract are well explored.
Sections that follow cover the entire field of urology. There are occasional innovative approaches for a urology textbook, such as the welcome distinction between the problems ofvesicoureteric reflux in children and the same condition in adults, with a separate chapter for each. An up-to-date view is given of urological neoplasia, although the emphasis in places reflects particular interests of individual writers, not necessarily common urological practice. The book suffers in some sections from 'medical journalese' with lengthy descriptions of 'my series' and 'our experience of 15 cases'. This style makes for tedious reading, and it is not in the end always possible to discern what the author prefers or recommends. The final section on surgical techniques contains superb line drawings, and an accompanying text which is precise.
The chosen layout means that there are some confusing aspects -renal transplant surgery appears in the chapter on ureteric surgery. Without recourse to the index the reader might miss it altogether. This highlights my principle reservation about the textbook: has the unusual layout worked for the reader? The frontiers of our knowledge of the pathogenesis and treatment of malignant disease in childhood are seen nowhere to more effect than in neuroblastoma. Advances have occurred in our understanding of the biology of this tumour, new cell markers have been identified, and intensified treatment schedules are being assessed.
This progress is detailed in the proceedings of the Third Symposium on Advances in Neuroblastoma held in Philadelphia in May 1984. The papers presented are collected into a number of sections, each followed by a resume of the discussion which took place. The initial sections deal with cell differentiation, oncogenic expression and cytogenetics. The oncogenes associated with neuroblastoma are described, together with the observation that N-myc amplification is associated with stage and prognosis. There follow papers describing the expression of gene products and the value of tumour markers. The final papers describe the detection and removal of tumour cells from the bone marrow and new forms of therapy. The use of monoclonal antibodies to clear the marrow of tumour cells and the subsequent use of autologous bone marrow transplant are detailed, and a number of new intensive chemotherapy regimens are described.
This volume' covers the field of research into neuroblastoma in a comprehensive manner. It would be of value to all concerned in the investigation and management ofthis difficult tumour. J MARTIN Consultant Paediatrician/Oncologist Alder Hey Children's Hospital, Liverpool
